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the din of battle. The vast store of material thus found gave to the 
editors the advantage of a calm, comprehensive judgment in selection. 
Hymns of a given period, or of marked peculiarities, could not easily 
gain an undue rank ; for among the stores gathered by their large re- 
search, pieces of corresponding value, though in varying forms, would 
prevent an excessive draft on any one style or period. We have thus 
an admirably adjusted variety, not only of specific sentiment, but of 
the phases of poetic genius in Christendom. We esteem this to be 
a substantial excellence in a work which is so largely to educate the 
mind and heart of the Christian community. 

We think this book less damaged by deference to what are commonly 
called favorite hymns, than some others. The editors had courage enough 
generally to replace an inferior favorite by a superior composition of 
the same class, thus inviting the public mind to a higher line of taste. 
We miss, however, a few of the royal old lyrics, which send their time- 
softened strains down to us in cadences touched with such experiences 
and associations as can never be dislodged. A few flat and senseless 
stanzas lurk amid the profuse selections, in testimony that Homer still 
nods. 

For the endless tinkering that has left its traces in a few of the 
hymns, we have no complacency. It is wrong, and in nearly every 
case as hurtful as it is wrong. We wish that no work of the kind had 
been done or retained in this compilation. 



13. — Annals of the American Pulpit, or Commemorative Notices of 
Distinguished American Clergymen of various Denominations, from 
the early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Tear Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifty-five. With Historical Introductions. By Wil- 
liam B. Sprague, D. D. Vol. V. Episcopalian. New York : 
Robert Carter and Brothers. 1859. 8vo. pp. 822. 

This may not unaptly be regarded as the test volume of Dr. Sprague's 
great enterprise. Previously he had appeared as the historiographer 
of the denominations to which successively he had been attached as a 
member and a minister. But in entering upon a department of the 
Church with which he has borne no relations other than those of Chris- 
tian friendship, he shows no decline, as to intimate knowledge, tender 
appreciation, impartial justice, or enthusiastic admiration of what de- 
serves to be praised and loved. No member of the Episcopal Church 
could have done the work so well ; for none could have so entirely di- 
vested himself of preferences for one or the other wing, or beheld with 
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so equal a regard the excellent traits and faithful services of those who 
had maintained opposite opinions as to matters in controversy. This 
volume embraces some of the best subjects for religious biography that 
our country has afforded. There is a very ably condensed memoir of 
Whitefield. Bishop Berkeley has his place in the catalogue, and is the 
subject of an admirably well written, though brief sketch. The early 
missionaries of the Society for Propagating the Gospel are worthily 
commemorated, and the adventures of some of them have almost a ro- 
mantic interest, especially in those days of incipient revolution when 
the English Church became obnoxious on political grounds. The ec- 
centric Samuel Peters furnishes as grotesque a specimen of the oddities 
of clerical character as can be found in any divine of the Puritan stock. 
The stalwart frame, indomitable spirit, restless industry, and strangely 
diversified experiences of good old Bishop Chase, have their fitting 
record, as have also the saintly virtues of Bishops White and Gris- 
wold ; and neither of these venerable men could have had his person- 
ality more clearly figured to the reader's eye by an entire volume, than 
it is in the resume of life-incidents by Dr. Sprague, with the accom- 
panying letters of his correspondents. Drs. Thomas Lyell, Hugh Smith, 
and "William Croswell are portrayed in characters which commend them 
to the fondest remembrance. Among men less known to fame, we have 
a precious memorial of Rev. William Chisholm, one of the spirits on 
which nature, learning, and the grace of God shed their richest gifts 
with full hands, and who fell a martyr to his pious labors during the 
pestilence in Portsmouth, Virginia. Among the most attractive of these 
sketches is that of the life and character of Arthur Carey, whose ordi- 
nation was opposed on the ground of his alleged tendency to Romanism, 
but who, whatever his opinions, left — too early, were it not in God's 
best time — a memory rarely equalled in the beauty of holiness. But 
there is no need of our multiplying specifications, where there is hardly 
a name that has not its strong claims upon the reader for historical 
associations, eminent position, or signal excellence of mind, character, 
and work. Dr. Sprague has been warmly and ably seconded in his la- 
bor of love by the prelates and clergy of the Episcopal Church ; yet 
they will concur with us in conceding to him the virtual authorship of 
the volume. We doubt whether any other man in the country could 
command such cheerful and assiduous co-operation as has been ren- 
dered to his urbanity, catholic sympathies, and unsurpassed skill in 
finding access always to the best authorities. We are glad to know 
that the residue of this great work is in an advanced state of prepara- 
tion, so that the remaining volumes will appear as rapidly as they can 
be carried through the press. 



